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Abstract—In this paper the feasibility of mode-division multiplexing (MDM) for implementing multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) radio-over-fiber (RoF) distributed antenna systems (DAS)
is experimentally demonstrated, where the MIMO algorithm is
able to reconstruct the data signals by overcoming distortion and
cross-talk in both the free-space RF and optical fiber channels.
This is achieved through RF characterization of an MDM RoF
link, which is experimentally demonstrated to be capable of
supporting at least 4 × 4 MIMO with 6GHz channels over long
lengths of MMF (2km compared to ∼300m typically found in
MMF-based RoF DASs) and under tight fiber bending conditions
(bend radius as low as 7.6mm), which are commonly encountered
in in-building fiber installations.
First, experimental RF measurements are performed over a
2km section of OM2 fiber, mode-multiplexed using a spatial light
modulator (SLM) based MUX/DEMUX system, and it is shown to
offer an RF condition number of <14dB for up to 4 × 4 MIMO
with 6GHz channels, sufficient to enable good performance for
most modern wireless protocols. Next, the effect of fiber curvature
on RF performance is experimentally analysed using a 10m
section of OM3 fiber. It is seen that with a bend radius as low
as 7.2mm, a condition number of ∼ 10dB can be achieved for
up to a 6 × 6 MIMO system with 6GHz channels.
Although an SLM-based MUX/DEMUX is used here, condition
number is not dependent on the exact mode-launching system
used provided that orthogonal combinations of modes are excited,
which is true of most MDM systems. It is therefore concluded that
the RF characterization presented here demonstrates by proofof-principle the feasibility of graded-index (GI) MMF to support
at least 4 × 4 MIMO with broadband channels via MDM over
lengths up to 2km and with fiber bend radii as low as 7.2mm.
Index Terms—MIMO, distributed antenna systems (DAS),
radio-over-fiber (RoF), mode multiplexing

I. I NTRODUCTION
The number of wireless devices is at an all-time high with
an estimated 6.8 billion mobile subscriptions and 1.5 billion
WLAN capable devices worldwide [1]. This has driven a huge
increase in usage of wireless data, the demand for which is
predicted to increase 13 fold from 2012-2017 [2]. As a result,
it is forecast that in the next few years the capacity load on
wireless networks will outstrip supply by as much as 90% [3].
This is of particular importance in indoor environments where
an estimated 80-90% of wireless data traffic originates [4].
To avert this shortfall wireless protocols have been continually improving, for example by using high-order modThe authors are with Electrical Engineering Division, University of Cambridge, CB3 0FA, Cambridge, U.K. (e-mail: gsdg2@cam.ac.uk).

ulation, orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM)
and advanced coding schemes, such that their performance is
now approaching the theoretical Shannon capacity limit. More
recently, wireless systems have benefited from the introduction
of multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) schemes, in which
multiple transmit and receive antennas are used with spatial
multiplexing (SM) algorithms, such as V-BLAST, to create
additional parallel communication channels [5].
However, even MIMO protocols are now approaching the
theoretical limits of spectral efficiency [6]. The next frontier
in increasing the capacity of mobile networks is to redesign
wireless network infrastructure to incorporate a higher density
of radio-access points. A number of methods are commonly
employed to do this, the most popular being femtocells, relays
and distributed antenna systems (DAS). In a DAS the RF
antenna feeds from multiple collocated wireless base stations
are transported to remotely located antennas. DASs have been
used for some time to provide indoor coverage improvement
[7] and are a popular in-building technology with over 89,000
installations worldwide [8].
Many DASs transport RF feeds to remote antennas using
radio-over-fiber (RoF) technology, in which radio signals
are modulated onto optical carriers and sent down optical
fibers. Because RoF is intrinsically broadband, it can support
multiple services or multiple cells of a single service over the
same DAS infrastructure [9]. Today’s indoor wireless services
use a wide range of frequencies – from terrestrial trunked
radio (TETRA) used by government agencies and emergency
services operating just below 400MHz, to IEEE 802.11n and
802.11ac operating in the 5GHz band. A broadband DAS,
operating up to at least 6GHz is then desirable so that all
these services, as well as others that have not yet been
developed, can be provided simultaneously using the same
infrastructure. The ability to support multiple cells on a single
DAS also makes possible intelligent cell reconfiguration, a
unique feature of DASs that makes them a powerful method
of adding capacity to an indoor wireless network.
II. MIMO- ENABLED RO F DAS
To provide maximum capacity benefit, future DASs must
support high-capacity MIMO protocols. It has been shown
that in systems with small numbers of MIMO spatial streams,
typically ≤ 4, distributing these MIMO streams amongst separately located remote antenna units (RAUs) provides similar
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performance to the case of sending all MIMO streams to every
RAU [10]. The former method has the significant advantage
that existing non-MIMO DAS infrastructure can be re-used
with little modification to support MIMO protocols. However,
for MIMO protocols with larger numbers of spatial streams,
such as 802.11ac with up to 8 streams, it is necessary to send
multiple spatial streams to each RAU in order to maximize
SNR of each spatial stream and hence achieve maximum
MIMO performance.
The availability of additional transmitting antennas beyond
the number of spatial streams also enables additional performance improvements, especially if the radio channel state
information (CSI) is fed back to the transmitter [11]. Further,
the ability to form precise beams in systems with large arrays
of transmit antennas, termed large scale antenna systems
(LSAS), has been shown to simultaneously improve capacity
and reduce energy usage [12]. Future DAS will thus require
the ability to send multiple MIMO streams occupying the same
frequency space to a single RAU.
This could be achieved simply by installing additional fibers
for the extra streams. However, this is an expensive approach
as the installation cost of new fiber in a building can be
substantial and is often not practically feasible. A more costeffective solution is to re-use existing DAS infrastructure, or
existing cabling installed for other services such as Ethernet.
Several methods have been proposed to send MIMO streams
over existing DAS infrastructure. Sub-carrier multiplexing
and other RF frequency translation techniques have been
experimentally proven to be effective [13]. However, these
techniques necessarily use up additional portions of the available RF spectrum, which prevents truly multiservice operation.
Wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) has been proposed
as a potential solution to support larger numbers of streams
[14], [15]. This approach enables the transmission of multiple broadband MIMO streams but has the disadvantage of
additional complexity and cost, although this is an inherent problem with many multiplexing schemes. Polarizationdivision multiplexing (PDM) has also been experimentally
demonstrated to support 2 × 2 MIMO RoF for mm-wave
signals over a single-mode fiber [16].
A more recent innovation is the idea of using mode-division
multiplexing (MDM), in which different spatial modes of a
multimode fiber (MMF) are used to transport independent data
streams – in this case the RF spatial streams transmitted by a
wireless MIMO system. An example 8 × 8 MIMO RoF DAS
using MDM is shown in Figure 1. MDM has recently gained
much attention in data transmission applications as a means
to overcome the capacity limits of optical fibers [17].
Simulation work has shown the feasibility of using multiple offset-launched optical channels, each exciting orthogonal combinations of mode-groups, to implement broadband
MIMO RoF links [18]. More recently, experimental work has
demonstrated MDM supporting broadband 2 × 2 MIMO RoF
up to 6GHz over a single 2km section of OM2 MMF [19].
A major advantage of this last system is that it is able to
multiplex modes of OM1,OM2 and OM3 GI MMF, of which
there is approximately 17 million km installed in buildings
worldwide [20].

2

MUX

Fig. 1. Diagram showing a the layout of an 8 × 8 MIMO-enabled RoF DAS
using mode-division multiplexed MMF to feed RAUs.

Because wireless MIMO SM algorithms, such as V-BLAST,
use periodic channel estimation any additional linear crosstalk or attenuation introduced by coupling between modes
in an MDM RoF link is accounted for in the same way
as similar effects in the wireless propagation channel. This
only works if the fiber channel is linear, but for typical RoF
links the low optical powers used and the limited bandwidths
of individual RF services within the spectrum mean that
nonlinear effects in the fibre can be considered negligible,
as discussed further in Section III. Therefore, minor system
misalignments or fiber defects causing mode-coupling are
compensated for by the wireless MIMO and no additional
digital signal processing (DSP) is required. Further, coherent
optical detection is not required as the phase of the modulated
RF signal is preserved by commonly-used optical envelope
detectors, such as photodiodes.
In this paper the RF transfer characteristics of spatially
multiplexed MMFs over long lengths and under a range of
bending conditions are measured. Using an SLM-based modelauncher and receiver system, groups of modes with similar
propagation constants, termed mode-groups are launched and
received, and the cross-coupling between them is analyzed.
First, the importance of condition number as a performance
metric for MIMO channels is discussed. It is shown that a
condition number, an indication of the separability of spatial
channels, of <20dB for an MDM RoF channel is sufficient
to enable it to support wireless MIMO protocols in a typical
indoor propagation environment.
Next, it is shown experimentally that for a 2km length of
OM2 fiber, the modal selectivity of an SLM-based spatial
MUX/DEMUX and the mode-coupling within the fiber are
sufficient to support up to 4 × 4 MIMO with a condition
number of <14dB over an RF bandwidth of 6GHz. To the best
knowledge of the authors this is the longest distance achieved
for 4 × 4 MIMO RoF operation over multimode fiber.
Following this, the RF transfer characteristics of a 10m
length of OM3 fiber are examined with a range of fiber
bend radii down to 4.6mm. Unlike in long-haul underground
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installations, fiber installed inside buildings is often inadvertently forced around tight corners or is pinched and bent.
Such bends reduce the performance of mode-multiplexing
as they attenuate high-order modes. It is observed that as
bend radius is decreased, power in the higher-order mode
groups decreases by up to 8dB due to loss into the cladding
and increased coupling to other mode-groups. However, the
condition number is measured at ∼10dB for up to a 6 × 6
MIMO system with RF channels of 6GHz bandwidth and
with a bend radius of ≥7.1mm. This shows the feasibility
of providing broadband 6 × 6 MIMO under tight fiber bend
radii. To the authors’ knowledge, this is the first experimental
investigation of the effects of fiber bend radius on the RF
characteristics of modal propagation.
In this case, the MUX/DEMUX is implemented using
an SLM-based system, but other lower cost and lower loss
schemes, for example employing photonic lanterns, are suitable candidates for future commercial mode-multiplexing systems [21]. However, irrespective of the exact MUX/DEMUX
scheme used, all MDM systems rely on the excitation of
particular subsets of fiber modes. Condition number as presented here is in fact independent of the particular choice
of launch/receive modes used for multiplexing and instead
depends on the fundamental properties of the transmission
channel and the fiber, particularly mode-coupling. Given this,
the results presented here together show for generalized MDM
systems that over long-lengths of MMF (up to 2km) and under
conditions of significant bending (bend radius up to 7.1mm)
it is possible to provide at least 4 × 4 broadband MIMO RoF
over a single MMF.
III. T HEORY
Wireless MIMO channels are modelled as linear communication channels in which a complex vector of M input
symbols, x, is mapped to a complex vector of N output
symbols, y, by an N × M matrix of complex coefficients,
H, termed the channel matrix. H represents the transfer
function of the propagation channel and its elements are
random variables that model the effect of multipath fading.
In the case of fast-fading with a flat frequency response
over the bandwidth of the RF service (i.e flat fading) and
assuming channel state information (CSI) is not available at
the transmitter, the theoretical Shannon capacity of the channel
is given by [22]:


ρ
HHH
(1)
C = log2 det I +
M
where ρ is the average signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the link.
The inclusion of a MIMO-enabled RoF link in the channel
downlink can be modelled as an additional M × M channel
matrix multiplied by the wireless channel matrix:
H = Hprop HRoF

This model assumes that the mode-multiplexed fibre channel
is linear but in reality, there are several mechanisms that introduce nonlinearity. At high optical powers non-linear modal
cross talk is observed due to dynamic changes in refractive
index [23]. Experimental work has shown that optical powers
of the order of 16dBm are typically required to induce
high-power nonlinear mode-coupling in few-mode fibers [24].
Given that RoF systems typically use optical powers of
∼0dBm, this mechanism is not likely to cause observable
linearity here. Further, the OM2 and OM3 fibers used here
have core diameters of 50µm compared with ∼ 10µm found
in few-mode fibers, which substantially reduces the crosssectional optical power density and hence nonlinearity of the
fiber.
Nonlinear behaviour can also occur when the coherence
bandwidth of a mode-multiplexed fiber is less than the bandwidth of the modulated signal [25]. Over 2km of OM2, as
used in this work, the coherence bandwidth across all modes
is ∼1.25GHz [26]. However, because typical broadband RoF
signals actually comprise multiple independent narrowband
(<40MHz) RF signals, the frequency response of the fibre
channel need only be flat within each service. This requirement
is easily met as the bandwidths of RF services are typically
an order of magnitude less than the coherence bandwidth of
a mode-multiplexed fiber. Further, many modern wireless protocols apply OFDM within their allocated bandwidth, which
essentially equalizes this non-flat spectrum. Consequently, in
this paper the mode-multiplexed fiber channel can be considered to be linear.
In order not to reduce the capacity of the link, HRoF
must be unitary [22]. If that is the case, the DSP algorithms
built into the wireless MIMO protocols are able to fully
reverse any cross-coupling between modes occurring in the
fiber. DSP algorithms used in digital data transmission MDM
systems must also include time-delay filters with many taps
to compensate for the differential mode delay (DMD) between
mode-groups, which can cause intersymbol interference (ISI).
However in MIMO wireless protocols such as 802.11n, symbols are typically 3.2µs in duration and a guard interval of
0.4 or 0.8µs is inserted to allow for the differential delay of
spatial streams without causing ISI. Therefore, a tap-length of
1 sufficient and the DSP algorithm simply inverts the channel
matrix.
Ideal multimode fibers have unitary channel matrices but in
reality there will be non-unitary mixing between modes due
to imperfections in mode launching and detection, lossy fiber
bends and imperfections over longer distances. The degree to
which a matrix is unitary can be measured by the condition
number, K, of the channel matrix H, expressed as:
max(σp )
K=

(2)

where Hprop is the free-space radio propagation channel matrix
and HRoF is the transfer matrix of the RoF link. For example,
in the case of a mode-multiplexed fiber link, HRoF represents
the coupling matrix between each of M launched modes (or
mode-groups) and M received modes (or mode-groups).

p

min(σp )

= kH−1 kkHk

(3)

p

where σp represents the pth singular value of the channel
matrix H, max(σp ) represents the maximum σp across all
p

p, min(σp ) represents the minimum σp across all p, and kHk
p

is the L2 -norm of H. Because the L2 -norm obeys the sub-
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Fig. 2. Experimental set-up for RF characterization of mode-division multiplexed RoF link.

multiplicative property, we observe:
kHk ≤ kHprop kkHRoF k

(4)

−1
kH−1 k ≤ kH−1
RoF kkHprop k

(5)

Combining Equations 3, 4 and 5, it is seen that an upper
bound can be placed on the overall condition number:
K ≤ Kprop KRoF

(6)

where Kprop and KRoF are the condition numbers of Hprop and
HRoF respectively. It should be noted that in MDM literature,
the condition number of a multimode fiber channel (i.e. KRoF )
is termed mode-dependent loss (MDL). Further, it is also
possible to derive a lower bound on the condition number:
K ≥ max (Kprop , KRoF )

(7)

Condition number is often expressed in dB as KdB =
20 log10 (K). For a realistic indoor wireless propagation environment, the median KdB is typically around 20dB, giving a
linear value of K = 10 [10]. In order that the RoF channel has
minimum impact on overall condition number, it is desirable
that the lower bound, as per Equation 7, be limited by Kprop ,
requiring KRoF ≤ 10. Therefore, when designing a RoF link,
a reasonable target for KRoF is that it should be less than 10
(20dB) but ideally as small as possible. However, a tighter
limit on K used in other literature is that KdB ≤ 10, as this is
the point beyond which SNR starts to be the dominant factor
affecting capacity, rather than conditioning of the channel [27].
In this work then, the ideal RoF condition number sought is
KRoF ≤10dB, but less than 20dB is still considered acceptable
as it does not affect the lower bound of K in a typical indoor
environment.
IV. E XPERIMENTAL SET- UP
The experimental set-up used to measure the RF channel
characteristics of the mode-division multiplexing system is
shown in Figure 2. A Mach-Zehnder Modulator (MZM) is
used to amplitude modulate the RF test signal from the vector
network analyzer (VNA) onto an optical carrier at 1550nm.
Though this is an inherently nonlinear modulation scheme,
because the VNA receiver has a narrowband filter (∼ 10MHz)
at the input to port 2, the harmonic terms are filtered out and
so only the linear response is measured. There are negligible
intermodulation distortion (IMD) terms because the VNA
sweeps through frequencies one at a time.

A schematic of the all-optical mode-division multiplexed
link is shown in Figure 3. This particular implementation supports simultaneous transmission of up to two modes - LP01 ,
and an arbitrary higher-order mode. Linear combinations of
higher-order modes, e.g. entire mode-groups, are also possible
on the second channel by displaying a superposition of phasemasks. The phase mask are displayed on 2 SLMs - a 512×512
binary-phase SLM at the MUX and a 1920×1080 nematic
phase SLM with 256 phase levels at the DEMUX.
It is relatively straightforward to add additional channels
by incorporating a fiber array at the MUX, similar to that
used at the DEMUX. When a blaze grating is superimposed
on the SLM (equivalent to adjusting the tilt aberration term),
beams incident on the SLM from slightly offset fibers can be
manipulated individually before being focussed onto the MMF
[28]. In fact, the architecture used at the DEMUX can simply
be used in reverse to implement this.
Provided the fibers in the array are not too far offset from
the central optical axis, each channel should offer similar
performance. The main source of cross-talk between channels
is optical misalignment or aberrations in the system, imperfections in the phase masks used, which assume ideal fiber
propagation modes, and coupling due to long lengths or bends
in fibers. These effects are also present to the same degree
when examining modal cross-talk within a single channel.
This is because the channels are separated at the transmitter
and receiver using mode-selective phase masks displayed on
the SLM, which are used in a very similar way for separating
multiple channels and analysing a single channel. Therefore, in
this work, only a single channel (Channel 2) is characterized
and the RF and optical transfer coefficient is measured for
every possible combination of transmit and receive phase
masks. This measurement gives an indication of performance
that includes all the mechanisms of cross-talk mentioned
above. The only deviation expected from this in practice is
increased optical aberrations in channels that use fibers in the
array further from the central optical axis. However, even this
is largely corrected for using automatic aberration correction
algorithms as discussed below.
It should also be noted that while the DEMUX can analyse
two polarizations independently, the MUX can only launch
modes in a single polarization. However, a single polarization
is still sufficient for an initial analysis of spatial coupling
effects as presented here, particularly given that polarization
is expected to change unpredictably over a long length of fibre
and around tight bends, both of which are key elements of this
work.
Before being used, the MDM system is aligned using a
single-mode fiber. A blaze grating is superimposed on the
phase-mask and is adjusted to direct light from the SLM onto
fibers and vice-versa, allowing adjustment for slight differences between fibers. Next, a steepest-descent search is used to
find appropriate Zernike polynomials that, when superimposed
on the phase-masks, correct for common aberrations - defocus,
spherical, astigmatism and coma. A single-mode fiber (SMF)
is used in place of the MMF for this stage and the search is
terminated when the power coupled into it is maximized [28].
Once the system is aligned, the VNA is then calibrated.
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Fig. 3. Experimental set-up of SLM-based multiplexer/demultiplexer.

For the through measurement, a back-to-back measurement of
the full system (excluding the SLMs is taken). This allows
for compensation of frequency effects arising in the MZM
and in the photodiode receiver. For each sweep taken by the
VNA, the optical power meters, shown in Figure 3, record the
received power before the EDFAs. This enables optical powercoupling matrices to be examined for each test condition. This
differs from the RF measurements in that the EDFAs used
at the receiver have automatic gain control (ACG), so that
differences in power when different modes are transmitted
are compensated. These power differences are typically of the
order of 8-9dB between the highest and lowest order modes.
This difference is due to different conversion efficiencies of
phase masks for different modes - some are more lossy than
others - but the main driver is increased leakage into other
modes when using high-order modes. In a practical RoF
system, such ACG would instead be implemented in the RF
amplifiers at the RAU and so EDFAs might not be required.
In a silica GI MMF, coupling between individual modes
within the same mode-group (i.e. with the same propagation
constant) is very high compared with coupling between modes
in different mode-groups [29]. As a result, if any particular
mode is launched, after only a short distance of fiber it couples
much power into other modes in the same mode-group, as
illustrated in Figure 3. Because of this, many real MDM
systems multiplex between mode-groups [26]. The transmit
phase masks are able to launch all the modes in a single
group with approximately equal power, and at the receiver
the phase masks are set to coherently add all the modes in the
same mode-group together so as to maximize power. This is
possible due to the coherent nature of the phase-only SLMs.
This effect can be simulated by aggregating the full measured
mode transfer matrix over entire-mode groups with coherent
summation at the DEMUX SLM. If there are N mode groups
this then results in an N × N mode-group transfer matrix. In
this work, the RF measurements are aggregated into frequency
dependent mode-group transfer matrices and these are used
to assess the potential of the system to provide MIMO RoF,
presented in the next section.
The first fiber tested is a 2km spool of OM2 fiber, the
purpose of which is to demonstrate the feasibility of long
distance operation. Next, it is desired to gain experimental
insight into the impact of fiber bending on modal propagation
in mode multiplexing systems. In order to achieve this several

makeshift mandrels were constructed using pieces of dowel of
different radius, as listed in Table I. Also listed is the curvature,
κ, defined as 1/r where r is the bend radius of the fiber. A
600mm section of a 10 metre OM3 multimode fiber patchcord
is wrapped around each of these pieces of dowel in turn.
There are in fact minimum recommended bend radii specified in industry standards for particular kinds of fiber in order
to avoid performance degradation. For example the Telecommunications Industry Association states that the minimum
bend radius of a fiber should be no less than 10 times the
cable diameter, about 32mm for standard OM1-OM4 cables.
The actual breaking point of fibers is much smaller – a loop
of radius 5mm has a breakage probability of less than 10−5 .
However, in real installations it is not always practically feasible to meet these recommendations given space constraints and
it is often difficult to measure fiber bend radii. Furthermore,
the positions of fibers are liable to change during building
maintenance and upgrading. Given this, it is expected that the
values used here would be commonly found in many realistic
installations.
TABLE I
R ADII OF DOWEL USED FOR TESTING FIBER UNDER DIFFERENT BEND
CONDITIONS .

Dowel radius
(mm)
(straight fiber)
19.2
12.9
9.9
7.5
5.6
3.0

Fiber bend radius
(mm)
∞
20.8
14.5
11.5
9.1
7.2
4.6

Curvature κ
(mm−1 )
0.0000
0.048
0.069
0.087
0.111
0.139
0.217

V. R ESULTS
A. 2km OM2 test
The measured optical power coupling matrix for the 2km
of OM2 fiber is shown in Figure 4. The values are normalized
to the total received power across all modes to compensate
for the effect of the different coupling efficiencies of each
launched mode. It can be seen that while good power confinement is achieved for low-order mode-groups (1-4), there
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is significantly higher cross-coupling between the high order
mode-groups.
The RF power coupling coefficients for the first 6 modegroups measured over the 2km OM2 fiber are shown in
Figure 5. It is observed that for the first 3 mode-groups,
there is typically < 6dB isolation ratio – that is, the ratio
of power received within the same mode-group to power
received in other mode-groups. This decreases significantly for
the high-order mode-groups. Because of the mode-selective
launch, modal dispersion is minimized and each channel is
seen to have a very high bandwidth (a bandwidth-distance
product of ∼12GHz.km). However, some high-frequency rolloff is observed for the high-order mode-groups due to crosscoupling effects in the fibre introducing modal dispersion.
Because the MUX SLM is not optimized for operation at
1550nm, it has a high optical insertion loss of ∼20dB. The
DEMUX SLM, by contrast, has an optical insertion loss of
<5dB and it should be possible to replicate this at the MUX
in future designs. The EDFAs are each set to have an optical
gain of ∼15dB. Since the modulation index of the MZM is
set to be close to 1, this results in a net system optical gain of
∼5dB, corresponding to an RF signal gain of ∼10dB, which
is observed in Figure 5.
However, it is also seen that the RF condition number,
plotted in Figure 6, is <14dB for up to the 4 × 4 MIMO case.
This indicates that although there is significant cross-talk, it
can be largely reversed by use of DSP SM algorithms, such as
those used in wireless MIMO protocols. The condition number
is seen to deteriorate for the 5 × 5 and 6 × 6 MIMO cases. It
is noted that over this distance of fiber the delay between the
highest and lowest order mode-groups is of the order of 700900ps, corresponding to a phase-shift of up to 4λ between the
RF spatial streams. As a result, the condition number in Figure
6 varies with frequency due to different relative phase shifts
of different spatial streams. This is not observed for shorter
fiber lengths as in Figure 11. This delay spread is well within
the tolerance of 802.11n, which allows at least 400ns, and so
does not create significant ISI.

Fig. 5. RF coupling coefficients between mode-groups over 2km of OM2
fiber.
70
Condition number (dB)

Fig. 4. Measured mode power coupling matrix for 2km OM2 fiber. The x-axis
represents the launched mode, while the y-axis is the received power summed
within each mode-group.
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Fig. 6. RF condition number over 2km of OM2 fiber.

B. Fiber bending test
Next, the optical power coupling matrix for an unbent 10m
patch cord of OM3 fiber is measured, as shown in Figure
7. It can be seen that the power is much better confined in
each mode-group than for the 2km OM2 case, with isolation
ratios >6dB up to mode-group 6 and 7. However, when the
patch cord is bent, significant changes occur. The total received
power across all mode-groups for different launched modegroups as fiber curvature is increased is shown in Figure 8. It
is seen that with no bending the total power across all modegroups is lower for higher mode-groups, which is largely due
to less efficient transmit and receive phase masks. However,
when the fiber is bent to a radius of 4.6mm, the highest order
mode-groups experience significant additional power loss (up
to 8dB), while mode-groups 1-4 remain largely unaffected. It
is noted, that for a slightly larger bend radius (7.2mm) only
mode-groups 7-9 are affected significantly by the curvature.
The isolation ratio of each mode-group, that is, the ratio
of power received in the transmitted mode-group to power in
other mode-groups is shown in Figure 9. Three distinct classes
of behaviour are observed. The first is mode-groups whose
behaviour does not change, demonstrating their robustness
under tight bending, namely mode-groups 1-4. The second
class is observed in mode-groups 5-7 where the isolation ratio
initially improves with increased bend radius. This is due to
increased power coupled back into these mode-groups due
to bending and also because power leaked out of them into
higher-order mode-groups is heavily attenuated by dissipation
into the cladding. The third class of behaviour observed in
mode-groups 8 and 9 is when the dominant behaviour resulting
from bending is mode-group power being dissipated into the
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VI. C ONCLUSION
This paper demonstrates for the first time, by way of proofof-principal experimental RF characterization of an optical
fiber link, that mode-division multiplexing is a feasible method
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cladding. This graph also shows limits that represent the
expected isolation ratios if power were distributed equally
amongst all mode-groups. When the isolation ratio of a modegroup drops below this threshold, sufficient power is lost from
the mode-group that subsequent measurements have a substantial random component and do not necessarily represent trends.
The RF coupling coefficients of the fiber bent to a radius of
4.6mm are shown in Figure 10. It can be seen that performance
starts to deteriorate significantly when mode-group 6 is used,
and in that case the power coupled to other mode-groups is
significantly larger than that confined to the launched modegroup.
The condition number of this fiber when supporting 6 × 6
MIMO is plotted for different curvatures in Figure 11. In this
case, it is seen that the condition number is ∼10dB for a bend
radius <7.2mm, indicating very favourable MIMO channel
properties. However, there is a substantial increase to ∼30dB
beyond this.
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Fig. 10. RF coupling coefficients between mode-groups over 10m of OM3
fiber at a 4.6mm bend radius.
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Fig. 8. Total received power aggregated across all mode-groups for different
launched mode groups as fiber curvature is increased. This indicates that
power is lost into the cladding from the higher order modes as fiber curvature
is increased.
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Fig. 11. Condition number of 10m OM3 fiber as curvature is increased for
a 6 × 6 MIMO system using mode-groups 1-6.

of providing multiple broadband RF MIMO channels over a
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single MMF for application in a RoF DAS. It is shown that
a condition number of < 14dB can be achieved for a 4 × 4
MIMO system with 6GHz wide channels over 2km of OM2
fiber. It is then shown that with a bend radius as small as
7.2mm a condition number of ∼10dB can be achieved for
a 6 × 6 MIMO system with 6GHz wide channels over 10m
of OM3. These values show that both links are sufficient to
enable good performance for most modern wireless MIMO
protocols. Together, these results demonstrate the feasibility
of mode-multiplexing systems using standard OM2 and OM3
fiber to provide broadband MIMO RoF channels over existing
in-building fiber infrastructure that may include long lengths
and tight bends, without the need to install additional fiber.
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